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From the introduction to the Norton: 

“Radicals concurred with conservatives 

like Mathias in this conviction that 

literature was where the action was—that 

literature in effect was action—even as 

they disagreed on the meaning to be 

ascribed to that very term (a term 

formerly synonymous with learning in 

general, only in this period did literature 

begin to settle down into that modern 
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You know more 
than you think. 
There is more 
to learn  than 
you know.  
Mind. 
Please  keep both an 

open mind and a 

mindful presence 

throughout the 

semester.  

Prof. Michelle Chihara 
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College 
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syllabus 

Course philosophy. 
Class contract.  

one 

Texts and materials. two 

 Books and 
notebooks.  
Writing is a path.  
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Learning goals.  four 

Classroom policies, 
screen-free, 
plagiarism 
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…more on 4 

eight Professor email and 
office hours. 

meaning that confines it exclusively to 

artistic expression, works of the 

imagination in particularly) (Norton, 

Greenblatt 2012 10).” 

What is literature? Is canonical status 

different from popularity? How is 

quality or “seriousness” in literature 

something that can be measured or 

quantified?  
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These 2 required anthologies are 

available online: 

• The Norton Anthology of English 
Literature, The Major Authors 
(Ninth Edition) (Vol. 2) 9th 
Edition Ed. Greenblatt 

o ISBN-10: 039391965X 
ISBN-13: 978-
0393919653 
 
 
 
 

• The Norton Anthology of 
American Literature: Ninth 
Edition Volumes C,D,E.  Norton:  
2016.   

o ISBN-10: 0393264556 
o ISBN-13: 978-039326455 

You bring the paper copy of the 

book we are reading to class EACH 

TIME.  

You must take notes by hand, with a 

pen, in a paper product like a 

notebook. There is increasing 

research to suggest that 

handwritten notes force your 

brain to learn more. Either way, I 

run a screen-free classroom. So, 

bring your paper books and 

notebooks for this semester.  

 

Any PDF documents will be on the 

class Moodle. You must bring PRINT 

COPIES of those reading 

assignments to class, too. 

This syllabus includes a tentative 

schedule for the class. The instructor 

will make changes as necessary.  

Each student is responsible, each 

week, for checking assignments, 

coming to class, checking email and 

checking the Moodle. 

Books are required materials. You must ALWAYS bring 
paper manuscripts to workshop, and the book to class. 

Honor the borders of 
the classroom. 
Create a space 
where we can take 
risks.  
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Engagement above 
regurgitation.  
alanswers. 

+ 

You will be evaluated in this class on your 

ability to ask informed and insightful 

questions more than on your ability to 

memorize any particular set of facts of 

plot points. We will continue to ask the 

question, what is English Literature? I 

expect that we will not come up with one, 

simple, comprehensive answer. Instead, 

we will participate in a wide-ranging and 

dynamic discussion about the possible 

answers to the question. We will argue 

with each other with solid evidence and a 

strong sense of historical context.  

 

LEARNING GOALS 

• Interpret literature in broader 

disciplinary contexts. 

• Analyze the formal, linguistic and 

aesthetic aspects of a text in 

essays, examinations and other 

assignments.  

• Distinguish a variety of important 

critical theories including those 

used in your own writing.  

(continued) 
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• Develop critical thinking 

skills through thesis-based 

composition. 

• Synthesize information and 

interpretations through 

research or textual analysis.  

• Use evidence from the text 

and from academic research 

to defend a thesis of your 

own creation.  

• Apply the methods of thought 

acquired in this class to 

literary and non-literary 

texts.  

 

Please write your goals for the 

semester here, and sign your name.  
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+ 
Human nature /  

 Individual 

experience 

 

Sensory 

perception/ 

 Reality itself 

 

Consciousness / 

 Aesthetic 

innovation 

 

 

…Is literature something more 

elusive, more qualitative, than 

a generic form? Does the thing 

we call literature carry more 

inherent meaning than the 

thing we call entertainment? 
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CLASS DISCUSSION AND PARTICIPATION    

Participation in class discussions is both mandatory and highly encouraged. Part of your final grade will depend on 
participation. Class discussion largely will revolve around and depend on student comments and questions. Please 
share your views and insights on the readings, topics, and issues examined in class. Feel free to disagree with the 
instructor and classmates by presenting your points in a reasonable and collegial manner. Thoughtful 
disagreement and debate are crucial to learning and are thus welcome.  We will treat the classroom as a private 
space, where we can risk making mistakes. This means we will share our thoughts on each other’s opinions without 
sharing in-class statements in public or on social media.  

ATTENDANCE POLICY    

Regular attendance is mandatory and crucial to your grade in the class. Students must attend all scheduled 
meetings and to complete all scheduled readings prior to our class meeting.   Each student is allowed two 
absences for medical/emergency reasons—documentation is required (e.g., a doctor’s note). More than two 
unexcused absences will significantly lower your final participation grade. Excessive absences are cause for failing 
the course: You can receive an F in the course for failing to attend more than three classes with no documentation.  
   

CLASSROOM POLICIES  

. Screen-free rule: This classroom is a screen-free space. Any use of screens—whether they be reading devices, 
laptops, or cell-phones, is prohibited. If you need to use a screen, you must clear it with the instructor prior to 
taking it out in class. 

. Problems with screens can and will affect your overall grade in course. Please keep your cell phones in your 
backpacks or out of view. If you are expecting an important call, please alert me ahead of time. 

. Late arrivals: Attendance will be taken at every class. Three late arrivals will count as one unexcused absence. 
Students who cannot attend regularly and on time will be asked to drop the class. Please come to class 
regularly and on time.  

DISABILITY SERVICES AND ACCOMODATIONS 

Whittier College is committed to ensuring equal treatment, educational opportunity, academic freedom and 
human dignity for students with disabilities. Please see the Office of Disability Services for more 
accommodation policies, and please speak with the instructor about any special needs: 
http://www.whittier.edu/disability 

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY / PLAGIARISM  

All work submitted for this course must be your original writing, and the use of references and quoted, 
summarized, or paraphrased material must be properly cited using MLA guidelines.  

Please see Whittier College’s Academic Honesty policy here: 
http://www.whittier.edu/academics/academichonesty 

If you submit any work that is based on the words, ideas, and/or structure of another individual’s writing, or if 
you submit work that fails to cite properly your researched information, then you are guilty of plagiarism. All 
print and electronic sources used in your writing must be identified. Simply changing a word or two in a 
sentence is NOT paraphrasing, nor does it mean that the sentence is now your original writing. In addition, 
turning in the same essay for more than one class without notifying the instructors is considered plagiarism.  

Any instance of plagiarism will be reported to the proper institutional authorities, such as the English department 
Chair and the Dean of Students, and serious instances will be permanently recorded in a student’s academic file.  

Please be aware that plagiarism is grounds for an automatic “F” on the assignment and, at the instructor’s 
discretion, a possible “F” for the course. 
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ASSIGNMENTS: 

• 3 2pp. papers 50% 
 

• Final Exam 35%  
• Participation 15% 

• The instructor MAY also give one or two POP QUIZZES on the reading. These will be factored into your 
combined participation and final grade.  
 

 

Grades

Participation & Attendance

Final Exam

2pp. Papers (3x)
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Write your initial goals 

for the semester on this 

syllabus. Reflect back 

on them at the end of 
the semester. 

 

Professor Michelle Chihara 
Hoover 112 

mchihara@whittier.edu 

Office hours:  Tuesdays: 10am-12pm  

  Wednesdays: 10am-12pm 

  By appointment if necessary. 

Email policies:  

You are welcome to email me with questions. My door 

is always open to current and former students. 

However, while email is always on, I am not. If you 

need a timely response, come to my office hours or 

ask me in class or after class. I will not answer long or 

substantive questions on email.    
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Final exam:  
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